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almost always cited, there is no record of any phenomena of cerebral stasia 
due to obstruction to the blood-current; nor is there any mention of abnormal 
development of the anterior jugular or the vertebral, which act as compen¬ 
sators, without enlargement. 

The encircling of the trachea and (esophagus, so frequent in these tumors, 
and the easy separation of the mass from the other tissues with which it is in 
immediate relation, struck Dr. Aigre as typical, and led him to make some 
anatomical investigations which confirmed the special description of the con¬ 
nections of the thyroid gland given by Sappey, but by no other anatomist, and 
which, in his opinion, accounts for the peculiarities in the course taken by 
the cancerous thyroid. Aigre’s researches on cadavers of different ages, sexes, 
and plumpness, gave uniform results, as follows: The thyroid gland being 
exposed enclosed in its capsule, it is found very easy to isolate the vasculo- 
nervous mass with which it is in relation by an intermediate layer of connective 
tissue, and thus to get down to the prevertebral ajKmeurosis. From this apo¬ 
neurosis the oesophagothyroidean mass can be readily separated with the 
handle of the scalpel. This separation being made to a certain extent, the 
thyroid gland, the trachea, and the oesophagus can he removed en masse by 
means of two transverse sections, one above the hyoid bone, the other at the 
level of the sternal notch. If this mass be turned over and a vertical incision 
be made in the middle line of the posterior face of the oesophagus, a thin 
fibrous membrane may be lifted with the forceps and be detached from the 
longitudinal musculature of the oesophagus, and then be dissected off on the 
two sides as fax as the posterior border of tbe lobe of the thyroid. At this 
point the fibrous layer doubles to envelop the proper tissue of the thyroid 
gland in continuance with its fibrous capsule. This disposition of the layers 
of connective tissue controls, according to Aigre, the direction followed by the 
neoplasm. 
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The Etiology of Impetigo, Furuncle, and Sycosis. 
According to the investigations and interesting experiments of Bockhart 
(Monaishefte firpraktische Dermatologie, No. 10, 1887), the diseases known as 
sycosis, furuncle, and impetigo, are due to the same cause—the presence of 
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the Staphylococcus pyogene3 aureus and albus. In every case of these 
diseases the author was able to find these micrococci in great numbers. In 
some, though few lesions, one only of the two above varieties was found, 
while in most instances the two were indifferently present. In personal in¬ 
oculations the results were in accordance with the clinical investigations. 

Leprosy and Vaccination. 

In the British Medical Journal of June 11, 1887, Gairdner reports two 
cases of leprosy, both of which were apparently consequent upon inoculation 
through vaccination. A physician, practising at a well-known endemic seat of 
leprosy, vaccinated his son with the crust obtained from n healthy child in a 
leprous family in whom leprosy subsequently showed itself. Using his own 
child as a vaccinifcr, he vaccinated the child of a Scotch sea-captain. Later 
his own child exhibited symptoms of the disease, in a mild form, while the 
son of the sea-captain developed the disease in its rapid and worst type. 

Pruritus Hiemalis. 

Payne reports ( British Medical Journal , May 7, 1887) several cases of the 
more severe type of this affection, and adds his experience on the subject of 
treatment. Unfortunately the disease is difficult to manage, and usually 
palliation only is to be anticipated. The underwear should be soft and un¬ 
irritating; soft, pure woollen should he worn; not the coarse, rough, irritating 
woollen mixtures which are generally sold. The skin should be protected by 
an oily or viscid lubricant. This permeates the epidermis and makes it a 
more perfect non-conductor, and the cutaneous nerves are thus better shielded 
against temperature variations. The author has bad best results with glycerin 
lotions. Internally chloral was occasionally administered at night. 

Naphthol. 

Attention is again directed ( Medical Mecord, May 21, 1887) to the use of 
naphthol in cutaneous diseases bj’ Allen. The preparations known as beta- 
naphthol and hvdronaphthol were employed, and the author considers that 
the effects are therapeutically the same. Good results were obtained in the 
dry and scaly forms of eczema, especially in eczema of the scalp. In scabies 
the author is able to corroborate the favorable reports of Kaposi and Van 
HarliDgeu. It acted well also in pruritus, pityriasis capitis, pediculosis capitis, 
tinea tonsurans, and alopecia. In two cases of alopecia areata its favorable 
efTect was noticeable; in one case the naphthol crystals were rubbed into the 
patch, in the other the remedy was applied as a tea per cent, ointment. In 
other affections of the skin than those above named, naphthol showed no 
special influence. The .drug was employed usually in an ointment with 
vaseline, lard, or lard and lanolin in the strength of five to sixty grains to the 
ounce. In collodion it acts well in psoriasis, trichophytosis, etc. It may also 
be applied, when indicated, in powder with starch, Fuller’s earth, and similar 
substances. In regard to the possibility of danger from absorption, the author 
concludes, from his experience, that if a pure article is used no bad effects 
will occur. 
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ICHTHYOL AND ReSOSCIN: A CLINICAL STUDY OF THEIE EFFECTS. 

Jackson contributes {Journal of Cutaneous and Genito- Urinary Diseases, 
June and July, 1887) his experience in the use of these two remedies. Ich- 
thyol (ammonio-sulphate) was employed and its effects followed up in 3 cases 
of rosacea, 8 cases of eczema, G cases of acne, 1 case of sycosis, and 3 cases of 
ulcers. In rosacea, in 2 cases the effect was negative; in the third case the 
disease was aggravated. Of the eczema cases, 4 were made worse, 2 were 
uninfluenced, 1 greatly benefited, and 1 temporarily improved. (In these last 
cases, the ichthyol was prescribed in Las3ar’s paste.) Of the acne patients, 1 
was cured (bromide of arsenic was given by the mouth), 2 made worse, 1 tem¬ 
porarily benefited, 1 improved, and in 1 no effect. In the case of sycosis, the 
disease was aggravated, and the same may be said in regard to the 3 cases of 
ulcers in which it was used. In the above cases the remedy was prescribed 
externally, in ointment, with vaselin or lard, in strength varying from threo 
to thirty per cent.—the weaker strength being used in the eczema cases. In 
some cases, also, the remedy was prescribed by the mouth in addition to its 
use externally. The author passes the following judgment: Ichthyol is an 
unreliable preparation when used alone; in some cases it is of apparent benefit 
when exhibited as an adjuvant, but it is not so good as many other old and 
well-approved remedies. 

In the use of resorcin the writer was able to follow out its effects in 6 cases 
of eczema, 3 of epithelioma, 3 of scrofuloderma, in 1 of lupus erythematosus, 
1 of lupus vulgaris, and 1 of psoriasis. In eczema it was prescribed in 
ointment and glycerine, two to twelve per cent, strength; 1 case was cured, 2 
improved, and 3 aggravated. In epithelioma, in five to fifty per cent, oint¬ 
ment, all (3) the cases were improved, 2 healing completely, although later 
one of these showed a return at the edge of the patch. In the 3 cases of 
scrofuloderma, in ten to twenty per cent, strength, improvement was noted, 
in one a cure taking place; in these cases arsenic and iron were taken by the 
mouth. In the case of lupus erythematosus, under the use of a twenty per 
cent, resorcin ointment, the disease rapidly improved; phosphorus was given 
internally. In the case of lupus vulgaris (non-ulcerating), constant improve¬ 
ment was noted. In the patient with psoriasis, the first effect was favorable, 
but later the remedy exerted no influence. The writer summarizes his expe¬ 
rience with resorcin as follows: Resorcin is an irritating substance for use in 
eczema, though at times it may prove very efficient in chronic cases where 
active stimulation is indicated. It exerts a powerful absorptive effect on new 
cell infiltrations. It is a useful addition to our list of remedies for the treat¬ 
ment of epitheliomatous lesions where surgical procedures are contraindicated 
from any cause. 

Herpes Digitalis. 

Under this name, Blaschko describes ( Deutsche medicinische Wochenschrift, 
No. 27,1887) a case of a peculiar recurrent herpetic eruption occurring on 
the index-finger of the right hand. The eruption was confined to this part, 
and consisted of grouped vesicles upon a slightly inflamed base. A few days 
before an outbreak there is more or less neuralgic pain in the affected finger 
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and back of the hand. The vesicles are deep-seated, and form elevations the 
size of a split pea. There is at first slight burning, and, later, increasing 
itchiness is a noticeable symptom. There is no tendency to rupture, the thick 
unyielding wall of the lesions preventing this termination; nor is there, as a 
rule, any tendency to spontaneous involution. If the lesions are not soon 
punctured and emptied, a lymphaugitis, extending up the arm, with painful 
enlargement of the axillary glands, results. The contents of the lesions axe 
usually clear, becoming cloudy if of long duration. This process has recurred 
for the past two years, at first three or four months intervening, but later at 
intervals of six or eight weeks. The number of lesions present in the different 
attacks has varied from two to fifteen. The duration of an attack depends, 
to a great extent, upon the number of vesicles, averaging about two weeks. 
There was no searring. The writer regards the disease as probably belonging 
to the trophoneuroses. 

A Case of Chronic Dysidrosis of the Face. 

Rosenthal reports {Deutsche medicinischc WocJiciuchrift, No. 20, 1887) a 
case of dysidrosis, or sudatnen, of the face occurring in a woman, aged fifty- 
four. The disease has lasted nine years, becoming worse in the summer 
season. The lesions appear as small, solid bodies in the akin, in appear¬ 
ance not unlike milia. On examination, however, they were found of a 
vesicular naiure; the contents clear and of an acid reaction. A few vesicles 
contained minute blood coagula, due, the writer considers, to external trau¬ 
matic agency. There was neither scaling nor crusting. Lesions appeared 
to last almost indefinitely; disappearing always by absorption. The applica¬ 
tion of a one to two per cent, alcoholic solution of naphthol was found useful. 


Eruption from Internal Use of Arsenic. 

Dr. Leontowitsch ( Monatsheftefur Prak. Derm., No. 12, 1887) reports a 
case of eruption from the internal use of Fowler’s solution occurring in 
an old lady, the dose being a small one, twice daily, administered for the 
relief of obstinate chills and fever. On the second day, severe itching 
manifested itself on the neck and chest; on the third day, a small macular 
red exanthem appeared upon the above-mentioned regions, the skin being 
slightly swollen and the seat of intolerable itching. By the fifth day it had 
spread over the abdomen. Upon discontinuing the remedy the cutaneous 
symptoms disappeared in three or four days, hut were reproduced as before 
on taking the arsenic a second time. It was subsequently shown that while 
the patient could not tolerate either arsenite of potassium or arsenious acid 
with bromide of potassium, arsenite of quinine caused no unpleasant symp¬ 
toms. An idiosyncrasy was supposed to exist. 


Os the Contagiousness of Tinea Versicolor. 

Huble {Annalet de Derm, el de Syph., No. 6, 1887) has recently made some 
researches upon tinea versicolor, its transmissibility, and its consequences in 
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judiciary medicine. Kaposi has denied its contagion, and Hardy has stated 
that it is but slightly contagious. Huhl6 protests against these views and 
cites nine cases of contagion, from man to woman, or vice vexed. He mentions, 
moreover, two eases of mediate contagion through the means of flannel under¬ 
shirts. The author gives his experience with inoculation. In the first series 
of experiments scales scraped from a patch of disease were simply applied to 
the skin, with negative results at the end of thirty days. In a second series 
of experiments the skin was rubbed until red, and the scales were applied to 
the surface by means of glycerine and plaster, positive results appearing at 
the end of two weeks. In a third series in one spot the scales were removed 
with a lancet, and in another region the exfoliating epidermic scales were 
simply wiped off, and the tinea scrapings were applied by means of glycerine 
and gold-beater’s skin; in both places evidences of the disease were soon (in 
a few weeks) visible. 

A Case of Pemphigus Cubed by Applications of 
Oleate of Mercury. 

Crippe (British Medical Journal, January 29,1887) gives the notes of a 
case of an extensive pemphigoid eruption (Dermatitis herpetiformis?— Eds.) 
of several months’ duration, in which inunction of the oleate 'of mercury 
seemed to bring about a cure. Blebs were present in large numbers, although 
at times the eruption was of a multiform type. When first seen small doses 
of arsenic were prescribed, and a five per cent, oleate ointment applied to 
one arm. The eruption on general surface remained unchanged, but rapid 
improvement was noted to occur on the part to which the oleate had been 
applied. Later the same ointment was gradually prescribed for the whole 
surface and with the same favorable result. A cure was effected in seven 
weeks. 


The Pathology of Lichen Buber. 

Since 1880, KoBNEB (Berliner klinische Wochenschrift, Nos. 2(Tand 21,1887) 
has treated fifty-two cases of this disease. Of this number only two were of 
the serious type described by Hebra. The author recognizes, as do most 
writers, two varieties of the disease—lichen ruber acuminatus, and lichen 
ruber planus—and in bis experience the latter type is by far the more fre¬ 
quent. The writer finds, from numerous examinations, that this disease has 
primarily its beginning in dilatation of the bloodvessels and perivascular 
cell-infiltration in the upper part of the corium in the papilla, and along with 
this is noticed rapid growth of the rete; but involvement of the hair follicles 
or sweat-glands, which is referred to by most writers, was found to be incon¬ 
stant and incidental. Careful examination for bacilli gave negative results. 
The author’s cases tended to prove the neurotic origin of the disease. 
Arsenic was the remedy which gave good results. Unna's ointment was found 
valueless. 



